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Short Synopsis:
A documentary about the grounds crew of a professional minor
league baseball team in Mobile, Alabama.

Long Synopsis:

The film is a first hand look at the challenges of a minor league
baseball team’s groundscrew in Mobile, Alabama, the rainiest city in
the United States. It's a portrait of three hard working guys who not
only love the sport of baseball but also the field the game is played
on.

Featuring:

Daniel Ruggiero — Head Groundskeeper
Caleb Adams — Assistant Groundskeeper
Brenton Heffernan — Assistant Groundskeeper

Crew:

Scott Balzer — Director, Camera Operator, Sound and Editor
Ben Holst — Original Music & Composer

David LaBruyere — Original Music & Composer

ABOUT THE FILMMAKER

Director Biography:

Scott Balzer found filmmaking a little later than most people. While
working as a groundskeeper in minor league baseball, he decided to
go back to college in the off season where he chose Intro to Film
Studies as an elective. After completing the class, he immediately
knew that working in the flmmaking industry was what he needed to
pursue. Today, he consistently works in television & film production in
various roles in Atlanta, Georgia. He also produces, directs, shoots
and edits his own short films, documentaries and webisodes. One of
these days he will get around to making his first feature film based on
his experiences working in minor league baseball.



Director’s Statement:

| was a groundskeeper for three different minor league baseball
teams from 1993 until 2000. In the Fall of 2000, | decided to leave life
in the minors and go to Auburn University and finally get my degree in
Television and Film. While at Auburn, the mini DV revolution was
occurring and | immediately got involved in the production and post
production side of the campus news station. | loved the idea of
grabbing a camera, shooting on mini dv tape and editing something
all in a day. Since graduating in 2002, | have moved to Atlanta and
have gotten fairly involved in the film community by networking and
helping out on as many projects as possible simply to learn the craft
of flmmaking and editing. For the last few years | have making my
own short films with help from my friends in the Atlanta film
community. Some of the shorts have gone on to play various film
festivals across the U.S. and Canada. In the spring of 2008 | told
myself this was the year to make that groundskeepers in baseball
doc. Every time | tell people what | used to do before | got into
filmmaking they always seem very intrigued in what groundskeepers
actually do to a baseball field. With “The Farm Team”, my goal was to
combine and showcase a line of work that was so important to me for
S0 many years through a medium that has become a significant part
of who | am today.



